question was would these very prolific, busy, and active researchers be willing and able to contribute to this effort? The response was heartening: when we presented the idea to our prospective contributors, the excitement and willingness to commit were overwhelming. Within ten days, we had a list of chapter authors that would cover most of the topics we envisioned. This rapid and positive response reemphasized the great thirst for such a book.
One of the challenges in producing this book is that the topic is so "hot" and rapidly evolving that it is hard to keep up with the new science. This is for two main reasons. The first is that new invasions are being discovered weekly in many regions, and the second is that new basic research is continuously being produced on new, as well as older, invasions. With every iteration of the book's production, new material seemed appropriate for inclusion and we were bound to draw the line somewhere. Yet this is what made this project so exciting. It became clear that it is impossible to include everything we might have wanted in this one book. Luckily, there are other excellent books on the general theory of bioinvasions that cover many of the topics of which we could only scratch the surface. Many are mentioned in the introductory chapter.
The dedicated contributing authors of this book made great efforts to keep the content as updated and relevant as possible. This enables our book, we believe, to serve as an up-to-date learning tool for students and a valuable asset for professionals in the field. Editing such an encompassing book wasn't always an easy assignment, and quite challenging at times; still, we have thoroughly enjoyed this creative work. We are grateful to Springer Publishers for their support during this process, and mostly we thank our devoted chapter authors without which this book would not exist. We also thank our patient families, Iris, Shai and Shir Rilov, and Emma, Kai, and Aiden Crooks, for allowing us many hours of seclusion working on the book. We hope that Biological Invasions in Marine Ecosystems: Ecological, Management, and Geographic Perspectives will serve its purpose and broaden the knowledge and understanding of this important topic.
